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INTRODUCTION 
 
Beth and I are grandparents. Our oldest son Durham and his wife Anna 
     have a little boy, Leo, who was born August of last year.  This is going  
     to be his first ‘get in there, make a mess, be overwhelmed’ kind of Christmas 
 Our son Durham has a high chaos tolerance.  He will need it 
 
Being grandparents we know we have a role, a place … and we know  
     (or at least are learning) when and where we don’t have a voice or vote 
     We knew not to get too involved in picking out a name, for example 
 We were subtle in liking some of the names they were thinking about 
  
Durham and his wife Anna liked Leo.   It is not a family name.   
     They just like it.  That is good enough for us.  We like it too.   
 
You remember that as parents, picking a name? 
    Maybe some family names that were basically picked for you 
    Our other son Jerry is named for my father 
 Maybe a name you thought was great until your spouse said, 
 “I knew a guy with that name in middle school.  No, definitely not!” 
 
Joseph and Mary’s deliberations about names are included in the Christmas story 
     They didn’t really have to think through a list of names.  They were told 
     what the child’s name would be … by an angel.  That did not happen with us 
 I would think such messaging would be relatively convincing, big time 
  
Matthew tells us an angel visited Joseph in a dream as he was considering 
     what he might do having learned that Mary is unexpectedly expecting 
   
 As Joseph considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared  
 to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take  
 Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit;  
 she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save  
 his people from their sins.    
 
The name is the Greek form of the Hebrew "Joshua", which means "God is salvation".  
     It is a common name with a theological message to proclaim.   
 The Son of God was given a common name identifying him  
 with the common man and woman and all our common concerns.   
 



WHAT’S IN A NAME OF JESUS 
 
But for this child there was something uncommon about his common name.   
     His name means more than "God is salvation".  The angel said, "You shall  
     call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 
 That is who is he is … and what he will do!    
 
In the same passage, just a few verses later, we are told he has another name 
  
 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
          "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and you shall call  
 his name Emmanuel" (which means God with us) 
        
The child is named "Jesus" for he will save the people from their sins  
    AND he is also named "Emmanuel" for he is God with us.   
    There are two names for a reason.  The two names are to be understood together  
 as are salvation and incarnation.  God is with us … to save us! 
 Our salvation begins with a child’s birthday, a birthday we call Christmas 
 
We’ve been talking throughout this Advent season about what Jesus is called 
     We’ve been focusing on the verse from Isaiah … “And he shall be called 
     Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 Tonight we get the most relevant names – Jesus and Emmanuel 
 You see that in the sermon title with the names, Jesus and Savior 
 
That’s who he is and what he does.  He is our savior. 
    And we need saving … but what do we mean by that, savior? 
    Yes, preacher you’ve told us that he saves us by being with us 
 Salvation and incarnation go together.  Thanks for theological vocabulary, Rev 
  
But again, what does that mean ... saved from what, from whom? 
     The passage from Matthew says he will save us from our sins 
      
Let me try an image of what we mean by that 
      Not the calvary coming to the rescue, not some Hollywood happy ending 
      I don’t think this is a saving us from any real or supposed enemies  
 I think this is far deeper, much more honest 
 
Here’s an image I’d like to try.  I’m a big (I mean big) college football fan 
    I drive cross country to see my team (Go Dawgs!) play several times each fall 
    Walking out of the stadium this year after a night game, I was in a bit of a hurry 
 Game day traffic with 90,000 plus all heading out at the same time 
 
The foot traffic was slowing as people walked down steps outside the stadium 
      A few young and brave souls, and in my case not so young, not so bright 
      choose not to take the stairs instead choosing to jog down an incline 
 I noticed as I went that I was not only going faster than the people on the stairs 
 I was going faster than I should.  It was me against gravity.  Gravity was winning. 
 



SUMMARY 
 
I thought ever so briefly, “Dave, you are an idiot.  You’re going to faceplant’ 
     I did not.  Close, too close.  With a few stumbles,  
     I edged out a narrow victory over gravity.  That time.  Next time? 
      
When we talk about Jesus as Savior.  I’ve got to be honest 
     That is not the only time I’ve stumbled.  I’ve stumbled a plenty and will agian 
     Stumbled into some messes … strutted into some messes too 
 Sometimes I know it and tell myself to take the stairs next time 
 Sometimes I don’t and I keep on walking unaware of the mess I’ve made 
 
Point is … I’m a stumbler. And I need saving 
    That includes saving me from myself – from my stumbling and my strutting  
    And the point is, THE point is… Jesus is the savior 
 
That is how I find my kneeling place in Bethlehem to worship our savior 
 I stumble.  And Jesus saves! 
 
So this year, like every other, I wish you a Merry Christmas 
    as we stumble our way to find our kneeling places around the manger 
     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


