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INTRODUCTION

Here’s my relatively selfish proposal. Let’'s move Christmas.
Jesus, in all likelihood, was not born on Dec. 25. The early Christians
choose that date to challenge a Roman holiday celebrating the sun
It was set for the 25th, just a few days after the Winter Solstice
to celebrate that the days would now start getting longer, more sunshine

And in December, the shepherds would probably not have had their sheep
out in the fields. Too cold. Jesus was probably born in the spring
Spring is a better time for a census too. So instead of December 25 each year
Let’s celebrate like Thanksgiving, on a Thursday, make a long weekend
That way we don’t ever get Christmas Eve on a Saturday night or Sunday

Like, | said, a relatively selfish proposal. Plus, | think this sermon
on Jesus as the ‘Prince of Peace’ and my struggle with what that means
in a world as broken and brutal as ours would work better a few days earlier.

We like today and tomorrow to be filled good tidings ... nice and peaceful
Or better yet, a little Christmas Eve, Silent Night kind of peace
paired in a lovely balance with Christmas morning chaos with the kids

| enjoy that. | want that. Even more though, | want peace.
Not just an interlude, a lull in the fighting or a ceasefire
Not just an individual peace, peace and quiet, “Calgon, take me away”
| want the peace on earth, good will to all that we sing about

Today we finish up our sermon series focusing on those royal titles from Isaiah

For to us a child is born, a son given to us; authority will rest on
his shoulders; and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of these four titles this last one is the one we seem to know best, reference most often
It is the one we really want to be true. We want to see that peace
know that peace, feel that peace in all of its fullness
We long for that peace. We pray for that peace

So where is it? Where in this world is that peace?
My hope this morning is, as a fellow seeker, to point to where | see peace,
where | see the Prince of Peace in these biblical texts and in our context.



WHERE IS IT?

Let’s start with Isaiah. These titles “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” are followed by this verse

Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Let’s be honest ... the prophet is talking about a king. This is political language.
By political | don’t mean partisan (except obviously in this case,
the prophet is talking about a future Israeli king, not a Roman governor).

By political | mean it is about power and how that power is used
It is used for peace. It is upheld with justice and righteousness
This is how the promised Prince of Peace will govern
This is his platform and his process, peace with justice and righteousness.

And by political, | mean public, big picture, ‘for the people’ ... not just one person
Yes, this passage from the prophet so often included in our Christmas worship
and devotionals includes a sense of inner peace, well-being, shalom

This peace is for you, uniquely you, but not just you
This peace is plural. And itis real ... not just some inner peace.

So to answer the question that has been wrestling with my head and heart,
“Where is this promised peace?” ... To say it is in here, in my heart
is far too small an answer. No, this peace is much, much bigger
not just in individual servings but spread all over the world including Israel,
Gaza, the West Bank, Sudan, Ukraine, Hong Kong and the southern border

Following Jesus, this promised of Peace, has a way of cranking open the windows
through which we see the world God so loves. Looking round this world today,
where do we see that peace? We see lots of ugliness, lots of modern day Herods

holding onto their power by way of brutality. The bullies of the world
are adept at getting our attention with loud voices and lots of violence

So where is the peace? I'd suggest the answer is right there
Right in front of the bullies (not the bullies themselves)
but in an incarnate God who dares to talk back to Rome
through a child born in a manger, a man killed on a cross

The passage from Matthew shows us how God stands up to Rome
By standing with us, standing for us ... Peace by way of Incarnation

The angel says two things to Mary, and by extension to us,
that, | would suggest tell us where to find this promised peace
Those two are ... ‘the lord is with you’ and ‘Do not be afraid’



DO NOT BE AFRAID

Those two things very much go together
We need not fear. Why, because, God is with us
Again, let’s pass on the temptation to make this sweet
Yes, God is with us in those pictures you find on the internet,
some person with their arms held up high standing alone on a mountaintop

But God is also very much with us when Herod’s soldiers march into Bethlehem
When the powers that be take more power for themselves
by taking it away from the least among us. God is very much with us
when we want to sing praise sings ... and when we feel like
playing the blues or shouting out a protest song. Both / And!

Peace can be found in all these places ...
because that Prince of Peace is God with us. Incarnate. In this world.
Frederick Buechner has a couple of books, in particular, | find so helpful
They are both just a series of his own definitions of different words
This is from the book Wishful Thinking, his definition of ‘peace.’

One of the titles by which Jesus is known is Prince of Peace, and he
used the word himself in what seem at first glance to be two radically
contradictory utterances. On one occasion he said to his disciples,
‘Do not think that | have come to bring peace on earth; | have come
not to bring peace, but a sword.” (Matthew 10:34) And later on, the
last time they ate together, he said to them, ‘Peace | leave with you;
my peace, | give to you.” (John 14:27)

The contradiction is resolved when you realize that for Jesus peace
seems to have meant not the absence of struggle but the presence
of love.

It is the presence of that love in Jesus, God with us, that helps us
follow the angel’s ever so helpful counsel, ‘Do not be afraid.’
Yes, the world can be and often is scary. But God is with us
So we need not give in to our fears, give in to the fearmongers
Because peace is here. Because peace can be found where love is present

Back to where | started this sermon and where | see peace
I'd answer with a word of constructive critique directed my way
and a word of appreciation from me to those who went long before us

First the critique (a fair one, | admit)
I've been told by several people that | am too hard on Hallmark
| know some of us enjoy Hallmark, especially the Christmas movies
It is part of our Christmas traditions. Binge on a few feel good movies

I’'m not critical of that. | too have my own feel good things
| like to go back and watch Georgia football games we won. | call it film study.



SUMMARY

Anyway, back to Hallmark. When | quote Buechner to say peace is
the presence of love | want to include that cute couple in the charming,
snow covered small town that Christmas helped bring together

AND I want to expand it big time to include all the other people in town
Where love is found in the woman advocating for affordable housing,
in the young person registering people to vote, in the man

demanding the city do a better job shoveling the snow off
the curb cuts so people in wheelchairs can get around town

| see peace in Hallmark ... and in standing up against Herod
The Prince of Peace is very much in and about both / and.
The gospel accounts of his life include moments both tender and tense.
He is both Dearest Jesus ... and Defiant Jesus.

| see that Defiant Jesus in the story of Christmas.
You don'’t stand up to the empire by trying to out empire it
You don'’t stand up to the bullies by being a bigger bully
You follow the star to find a child in a manger
And you follow that child as he becomes a man, the Prince of Peace

So that word of appreciation for those who went before us, long before us
To those who took a Roman holiday celebrating the Winter Solstice
and the return of sunnier days and decided to be all counter-cultural
and celebrate the birth of the Son, with an ‘0’, not just sun withau ...

Thank you! You didn’t put Christ in Christmas. What a cart before the horse
kind of slogan is that. None of us have ever or will ever put Christ
in Christmas (except for Mary obviously). Christ put himself in Christmas
by putting himself in this world with us. That is the presence of love
where we find peace ... with Him who is with us

To those early followers, | say “Thank you!”
You didn’t put Christ into Christmas ... but you did put him right there
with Rome so we can see for ourselves which will bring us peace.
“Joy to the world, the Lord is come; let earth receive her king!”



