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At Cedar Heights Community Presbyterian Church, we believe in the centrality 
and power of prayer. You may put a request on our prayer list by emailing the 
church office at office@cedarheightspres.org. If you would like your name 
removed from the list, please inform the church office. 

PRAYERS FOR: Rod Latch; Julian Olson; Nadine Kono; Grace Berends; Chuck Orr; for 
Kathryn Rogers' son, Andrew, and her sister, Roxanne; for the people of the Middle 
East, Ukraine and Russia; for all who are suffering following the global natural 
disasters; for the people of Bihembe, Rwanda & Makantakita, Nicaragua; for those 
currently serving in the military; and for all facing surgery, difficulty, or times of 
great challenges.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP - On December 24, we will have our usual Sunday 
morning service at 10:00 a.m. The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, a service of 
lessons and carols, will be at 5:30 p.m.

REMINDER - All 2023 contributions MUST be dated in 2023 and received in the church 
office no later than noon on Wed., December 27, in order to be posted to this year.

TO THE CONGREGATION OF CHCPC - Thank you for the generous donation made to 
The Salvation Army of Waterloo/Cedar Falls.  As requests for assistance continues 
to increase, donations like your go a long way to allowing us to fulfill our mission of 
helping as many in need as possible. Thank you again and God bless, Katie Harn

THE PRESBYTERY OF NORTH CENTRAL IOWA’S 2024 DISASTER RELIEF TRIP 
will be to Leland, Mississippi February 4-10, 2024. On March 24, 2023, several 
communities in the South Mississippi Delta were hit by an F-4 tornado. Over 20 
people lost their lives, and over 70% of the community of Rolling Fork was destroyed. 
Lodging will be at Leland Presbyterian Church, arriving Sun., Feb. 4, and departing 
Sat., Feb. 10. The church can accommodate up to 30 volunteers. For those who do not 
wish to stay in a dormitory-style setting, there are numerous hotels within 15 minutes 
of the church. If you have questions or need more information, contact Angie Jewett 
at angiejewett872@gmail.com. Note: COVID-19 vaccinations are strongly encouraged, 
but not required to participate in the trip.

CHILDREN PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'S PROGRAM
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Matthew Loy
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Luke Stalnaker

NARRATORS

Anna Brodahl

Cade Frost

ANNOUNCEMENTS • DECEMBER 17, 2023
December 17 - December 23

Sunday 
9 a.m. - Children's Sunday School (PreK-5th grade) 
9 a.m. - "Over the Coffee" meets downstairs 
10 a.m. - Worship Service

Tuesday 
12:30 p.m. - Staff Meeting

Wednesday 
Noon - Bulletin Deadline 
6:30 p.m. - Worship Band rehearsal 
7 p.m. - Choir rehearsal

Thursday 
5:30-7 p.m. - Final Book Study - "Do I Stay Christian?"

"Christmas Light Show"
Isaiah 9:2-7 

Luke 1:39-56 

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve

10 a.m. - Worship Service
5:30 p.m. - Christmas Eve Service

LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT SUNDAY

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL - (Preschool-5th grades)  
We meet in the room across from the nursery at 9 a.m. 

OVER THE COFFEE - Join us Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. 
This group, while showing its "grey," welcomes all ages 
for intergenerational discussions and fellowship. We 
look forward to seeing you!
 
THE SUNDAY SUPPER Free Community Meal is served 
at First Presbyterian Church in downtown Waterloo 
at 5 p.m. every Sunday.  Cedar Heights is scheduled 
to provide 4-5 people each week (2-3 to open at 3:30; 
2-3 to close at 4:30).  See the sign-up sheet in the 
Commons.  Please sign up - we NEED YOU!

BOOK STUDY - Every Thursday evening from 5:30-7:00, 
Pastor Johnny is offering a book study on Brian McLaren's 
"Do I Stay Christian?" This book is a timely one for those 
for whom the events of the world have inserted doubt 
and disappointment in their faith lives. We will discuss a 
couple chapters each week and wrap up on December 21. 
The schedule of readings can be found through Pastor 
Johnny or downloaded from the newsletter. The book is 
widely available for purchase online.



For More Information
Visit us at 

cedarheightspres.org

Cedar Heights  
Community  

Presbyterian Church

2015 Rainbow Dr.

Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
319-268-0153

CCLI #1398739

Welcome and Announcements		  Rev. Johnny Janssen

Prelude		  "Joy to the World" 	

			   Cade Frost, violin & Matthew Brodahl, cello

Lighting of the Advent Wreath   	 Anna Brodahl & Marissa Garrett

One:	 God’s messengers said it best: Good tidings of great joy for 
	 all the people…not just a select or worthy few.
	 Today, we light the candle of joy—and we do so firmly believing that
	 Christ’s light and joy extends to everyone made in God’s image.
All: 	 As we light our third Advent candle,
	 we recognize the weeping that tarries in the night.
	 We celebrate the coming of joy in the morning;
	 and we know the dawn of Christ is breaking.

Advent Scripture and Prayer	 Mitchell Darst
	
*Hymn - 93		 "Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates"

Call to Confession 		  Marissa Garrett

Prayer of Confession   		  Raleigh Parker

Faithful God, your promise is forever true, your care for us is sure. We 
confess that we have often believed we will have to take care of ourselves, 
forgetting your promise and your call. We look at the world, and we 
choose fear rather than hope, peace, joy, and love. When it seems life is 
unraveling, we look for ways to defend ourselves and ensure our security 
and our desire, rather than following your way. Forgive us, Lord, and give us 
courage to follow you in the face of uncertainty.  (Silent confession)  Amen.	

God's Forgiveness		  Derek Peters

*Response to Pardon - 113 (Refrain)	 “Angels We Have Heard on High”

		  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!

*Sharing God’s Peace		  Jovie Parker

Special Music	 “The First Noel”	

		  Ava Stalnaker, flute; Claire Stalnaker, trumpet; 
		  Ruby Fromm, piano; Jasmine Elgersma, flute

Prayer for Illumination		  Addy Westhoff

Old Testament Lesson 	 Isaiah 9:2-7	 Jackson Baber

New Testament Lesson 	 Luke 1:39-56	 Matthew Brodahl

Message for Children (and children at heart)	 Marie Darst and Hannah Bishop

Children’s Program	 "Christmas Light Show"	

	 Jordyn Beranek, accompanist

Hymn - 123	 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 	 (v. 1, congregation)
Hymn - 119	 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 	 (v. 1, congregation)
Hymn - 151	 “We Three Kings of Orient Are”	 (v. 1, congregation)
	 “This Little Light of Mine” 	 (children only)
Hymn - 136	 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”	 (chorus twice)

Sharing Prayer Concerns & Celebrations	 Dr. Dave Kivett

Call to Prayer - Hymn 347		  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

	 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
	 Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand,
	 Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

A Time of Silence

Prayers of the People		

The Lord’s Prayer		

		 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
		 Thy kingdom 	come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
		 Give us this day 	our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
		 as we forgive our debtors; 	and lead us not into temptation, 
		 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
		 and the glory forever. Amen. 

Offering Ourselves to God  		  Jace Westhoff

Offering in Song	 "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"	

				   Jasmine Elgersma, piano

*Response - 606	 "Doxology"

*Dedicating Our Gifts		  Camden Frost

*Closing Hymn - 100 	 "Canticle of the Turning"	

*Blessing and Sending 		  Delaney Garrett

*Sending Music		  Hugh Brown

*Please Rise, in Body or in Spirit

All are invited for cookies/refreshments downstairs to 
congratulate our children and youth!

We are so glad you chose to worship with us!
If this is your first visit, we look forward to meeting you 
and getting to know you.  Please be sure to sign in on 
this Bulletin Stub and leave your contact information 
so we can welcome you!  (Please tear off this stub and 
place in offering plate.)  We can also add you to our 
weekly eNEWS list so you know what is coming up in 
worship and in the life of the church.

Name

Address

City  State  

Zip         Phone ( ) –

E-mail 

  First Time Guest       Return Guest       Member

  Regular Attendee (Non-member)

  Here for Special Occasion Only

  This is a change in my contact information

  I’d like to receive the weekly eNewsletter

  Driving by       Friend/Family       New Resident 

  Other 

I heard about CHCPC from:

  I were a member

  A Pastor would call on me

  I was on the e-mail list

  �We’d sing hymn #   

or the song 

  �A Pastor would call on... 

(name) 

	 who is  �   ill,    a prospective member,    other

  Pastor/congregation would pray for:

I wish...
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