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INTRODUCTION

Preachers try to be relevant to today’s world. | try to speak to the major issues
of our times from a biblical and theological perspective. Don’t want to force it.
My intention is to ask what the biblical text is telling us not just about

days of old but about and to our day and time

So, on this Transfiguration Sunday, when we turn to the story of
Jesus shining so bright on the mountaintop ... | feel called to address
the number one story in the news today — Travis Kelce and Taylor Swift
Actually, let me say that correctly — Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce
I’'m not a Swiftie, but | know Tay Tay’s name comes first, top billing

| was talking football with a friend when he let me in on some talk
Maybe it was inside scoop, maybe some pot stirring. He told me
that Patrick Mahomes wife (he’s the Chiefs quarterback, the big star)
doesn’t really like Taylor Swift, maybe even some tension there

| pivoted away to suggest why that may indeed be true,
but is really quite understandable and therefore no big deal

Here is my theory ... Maybe it is true. It seems natural for someone
who loves the biggest star on the team, the quarterback,
to be a bit jealous when his star fades just a bit in the presence
of an even bigger star. And the biggest star is Taylor Swift

Think about it, who likes being upstaged or overshadowed
Have you been overshadowed lately?
Might | suggest being overshadowed is a good thing?
And not just for Mahomes and Ma Auto (anybody seen that commercial?)
But for me and my home. For you and yours too

So, what is good about being overshadowed?
| can think of three things, or three ways of describing one good thing
That one thing is a reality check. And that reality check provides three things
A dose of humility, a needed help along the way, and a slice of hope

Today we talk about the reality check that is Jesus’ transfiguration
Being overshadowed by Jesus is a good thing!



MOMENTS AND MOMENTUM

The story begins with an unexpected trip up the mountain
Mark tells us matter of fact that Jesus took with him Peter, James and John
and he led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves

Then with no apparent buildup, no introduction, no bulletin announcement
Jesus is transfigured before them. His appearance changes ... big time
His clothes become dazzling white, whiter than anyone could bleach them

It is a shiny spectacular scene. And it gets better

There appeared on the mountain with them, talking to Jesus,
the two great prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures, Moses and Elijah
And it keeps getting better. A cloud descends on the mountain
and from the cloud a voice, the voice of God, says
‘This is my Son, the Beloved, listen to him.”

Talk about being overshadowed! No offense to Patrick, Travis or Taylor.
Y’all have been overshadowed ... Jesus shines brighter than any star.
| like that about the picture on the bulletin and screen.
Moses and Elijah show deference to Jesus. The disciples even more so
Respect like how Luke Combs showed respect to Tracy Chapman

The disciples were in the presence of greatness ... and they knew it.
They were humbled not so much in putting them down, rather lifting them up
People who built themselves up by tearing others down. No thanks!
No, this is humbling in an inviting way. Bask in the light
Realize, like Peter, that is good to be here in Jesus’ shiny shadow

No wonder Peter suggests setting up a monument
He is going to want to remember this moment, this mountaintop experience
It was good to be there, in that moment. Overwhelmed and overshadowed
But it was and is more than a moment. It was and is momentous
in that it provides momentum for where things go from here

The story of the transfiguration is pretty important on its own
Pretty impressive, awesome really with Jesus shining like the sun
But what makes the story really work, | would suggest,
is more about the momentum gained than the moment shared

It is help along the way. Help the disciples (then and now) need to keep going
This reality check reminds us who Jesus is, that he is worth following
Yes, it is a mountaintop experience. It is a rest stop, a scenic view
It doesn’t get more scenic than Jesus aglow with Moses and Elijah
But it is more than a rest stop. It is energizing, a pick me up



HELP ON THE WAY

Stories about this mountaintop are meant for many peaks and many people
about how God provides for us mountains. And momentum gained,
about being good to go, with help on the way and help for the way ahead

The idea of a faith journey really makes sense for this story and its place
in the broader context, in Mark’s gospel. It comes at the middle and,
along with the story that precedes it, when Jesus tells his disciples

he must suffer and die, a turning point ... a turn toward the cross

Throughout Mark’s gospel Jesus heals lots of people and casts out demons,
and when he does he has a word for the demons, because unlike the human
audience, the demons know who he is — the Messiah, the Son of God

But to everyone else. Jesus’ identity is a secret

The gospel account, the way Mark intends to tell it, builds to that moment
when Jesus’ true identity is made known to all. That moment happens
at the foot of the cross, just after Jesus dies, when the centurion says,
“Truly this man is the Son of God.” Were this a movie,
that is when the music would rise to let us know this is the “aha” moment

Those same words, about Jesus’ true identity, that “this is the son of God’
are decisively uttered at the end of the story at Jesus crucifixion
and a few other places, at the beginning when Jesus is baptized
and here, in the middle, at this turning point, on the mountaintop
Reality check ... this is who Jesus is. Follow him

The story of Jesus transfiguration on the mountain is that highlight the reader,
these three disciples (and I'd suggest Jesus himself) need for what lay ahead
The momentum from the moment will help carry them to Jerusalem

from Palm Sunday to a dark and deadly Friday we dare to call Good

Yes, the Bible is clear. The disciples fled out of fear when Jesus was arrested
But they didn’t run too far away. They stayed together, waiting
Don’t you think that was when Peter, James and John told the others
about the mountaintop then, while they waited and hoped

They would remember his words about having to die and yet rise again
They would remember what they saw and heard on the mountain
They would remember that this Jesus is the Son of God

That, | believe, is what mountaintop experiences are for
Not to be left on the mountain in the form of some memorial
But to be carried with us, counted on when the valleys are deep and dark



SUMMARY

Just as this story serves as a turning point in the large story
It serves the same purpose in the church calendar
Before we begin the Lenten journey to the cross
We come to the mountain ... because we need that momentum

Don’t you think that is why we get this story every year
to help us on our journey and help us remember the mountain?
We could use some overshadowing as a dose of humility
as some help along the way and as a heaping slice of hope
to help us for when the mountaintop gives way to the valley

We are told this story to help us find those moments and those memories
and find in them the momentum we need for whatever lies ahead

The best example of that to me is from another sermon
It was the last sermon one of America’s greatest preachers ever preached
He was in Memphis to lead a march in support of the sanitation workers
who were on strike for a fair wage. It was April 1968.

Facing the challenges of his day and the greater challenges of the next days,
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ended his sermon, the last sermon
he would ever preach by talking about being on the mountain

Please forgive any change in my tone. I'm not trying to co-opt
another person or another peoples’ culture. This is how | hear with my head
and my heart the last public words of a modern prophet ... how Dr. King
talked about the mountain. | hear his words as a timeless reality check
and as a dose of hope when it is needed most.

Well, | don't know what will happen now.
We've got some difficult days ahead.
But it really doesn't matter with me now.
Because I've been to the mountaintop.

And | don't mind. Like anybody, | would like to live a long life.
Longevity has its place. But I'm not concerned about that now.
| just want to do God's will.

And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain.

And I've looked over. And I've seen the promised land.
I may not get there with you. But | want you to know tonight,
that we, as a people, will get to the promised land!

So I'm happy, tonight.

I'm not worried about anything.
I'm not fearing any man.
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord!



