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Old Testament Lesson—Psalm 51:1-12

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love, according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I
sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and
blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, [ was born guilty, a sinner when my mother
conceived me. You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret
heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let
me hear joy and gladness, let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my
sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right
spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from
me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.

New Testament Lesson—John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Philip went and
told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, "The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who
love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever
serves me, the Father will honor. "Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—"Father,
save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify
your name." Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to
him." Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of
this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself." He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

I can’t say for certain...but I think a big reason why the Gospel of John is fourth in the
New Testament order—Matthew, Mark, Luke, then John—is because of how unique this gospel
is. It really wakes you up!

By the time you’ve read through Matthew, Mark, and Luke, John feels like a breath of
fresh air. It just reads differently. It gives us a way of understanding Jesus that we just don’t get
in the other three versions of Jesus’ life.

You see: Those who put the Bible together way back when wanted us to view John as
distinct in many ways. Of course: Each gospel tells the story of Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection (yes). But John’s perspective is more developed, more straightforward, and
(perhaps) even more dramatic.



Matthew, Mark, and Luke are looking at Jesus through a very similar lens. They largely
see the events of his life in the same way. But not John. John is so unlike the other gospels it can
give off a sort of literary whiplash! To say it stands out is putting it lightly.

Here’s what [ mean. In John, Jesus is divine with a capital “D.” He is mighty; and he is
powerful. His miracles are big and public and flashy. He speaks in these giant pronouncements
that draw all this attention...

I am the Resurrection and the Life. I am the Way and the Truth. I am the Good Shepherd
and the Gate and the True Vine. I am the Bread of Life. I am, Jesus says.

John puts Jesus’ divinity in your face. There’s no secret about it. This gospel puts Christ
and God on the same level.

John gives us full disclosure. I mean, Jesus comes right out and says it doesn’t he: “I and
the Father are one.” There’s no daylight between God and God’s Son—not in the fourth gospel.

There is divine power and might all over the place. We see it here in our story this
morning. God speaks from the heavens in dramatic fashion! Do you remember how John
describes it? Let me refresh your memory...

The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder.

Y’all: This ain’t no “still, small voice.” No, this is the voice that brought forth Creation
itself—the Creator’s words echoing down to the Word made flesh—reverberating across time
and space—throughout heaven and earth and eternity.

The power of the Almighty—that force animating existence itself flows through Jesus of
Nazareth in John’s gospel. That power pours out of Christ with every spoken word—flows
through every miracle performed.

Everything Jesus does and says is a sign pointing toward the God who empowers him and
sent him into the world—not to condemn the world (remember), but so the world might be
saved—redeemed—made whole by the power of sacrificial love.

You see: Christ possesses a kind of quiet confidence in John—a confidence not in
himself but in the power of God he knows and feels within him. Jesus never doubts God’s
presence for a second. God’s got his back from the Jordan River to the Temple to Cana to
Lazarus to Gethsemane.

In fact, when he’s later captured in the garden, Jesus almost hands himself over to the
soldiers—basically arrests himself: “Where’s Jesus of Nazareth?” “I’m over here! I am he! You
got me! Oh! Might be hard to see pick me out because it’s night. I’'m wearing the same thing as
everyone else but I’ve got this halo around my head here...”

And by the way: There’s no forsaking Jesus at the cross because (again) there’s no
daylight between God and God’s Son. There’s no fear in his final moments. Christ simply knows
his earthly purpose is at an end and agrees: “It is finished.”

And what’s more: Along with this confidence comes a certain boldness—even an
eagerness to follow the path laid out for him. Only someone with the confidence of God could
claim, “I have overcome the world” with his death looming just over the horizon.

One of the ways we see all this play out throughout John’s story is in Jesus’ remarkable
ability to know what’s ahead of him—a kind of prophetic foreknowledge. Jesus knows early on
the details and circumstances of his death. He knows a cross awaits him at the end of his
ministry.

It’s as if the author of John’s gospel wants his readers—wants us to see the cross on
every page—in every verse. By word and deed and by every means possible, Jesus is pointing
ahead to the crucifixion. His teachings and miracles foreshadow what’s coming.



We see him do this twice in just our lesson from Scripture this morning: Jesus answered
them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit.

Let’s put it another way: “In order for this grain of wheat to become the Bread of Life, it
must first die and be planted in the ground. It must first be crucified and placed in a tomb.”

And just in case that metaphor wasn’t obvious enough, Jesus points to his death again.
And he does so in a way that’s both confident and matter-of-fact: And I, when I am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all people to myself." He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

We’d be hard pressed to suppose there’s any doubt in Jesus’ mind—only certainty—
perhaps even a dash of hopefulness—a nod or wink towards Easter, maybe.

Now that doesn’t mean we should assume Christ felt absolutely zero anxiety when he
thought about being lifted up on the cross. We do see his humanity peeking through just so.

Hear the words of Christ again: Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—
"Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that [ have come to this hour.

It’s not that Jesus is fearless; he just has more confidence in God’s power coursing
through him than he fears the end of his life.

“Save me from this? Are you kidding me? 1 was born for this.” “Get me out of this?
Seriously? When we’re this close to God revealing the greatest love imaginable—when we’re
this close to your kingdom come?”

Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.

And if we keep reading, it’s easy to understand why Jesus is so confident—so bold as he
prepares his friends for what lies ahead. When Christ calls out to God, God immediately
answers—speaking with thunderous swagger:

No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a
voice came from heaven, "l have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”

In other words: “Your life and ministry has already brought me glory, my Son. And soon,
so too will your death, resurrection, and the coming of the Holy Spirit. Just you wait.”

Since being called to this church eight years ago, I’ve done my best to put more trust in
God’s promises and power—particularly in God’s power to work through us, the Body of Christ.

And though I’'m a far cry from Jesus (as we all are), I like to believe I’'m growing in my
confidence and boldness to do what’s right and what’s needed.

It’s certainly my hope that we, as Cedar Heights church, are growing in this confidence
together—confidence to speak up, to step out in faith, to set aside our egos, leave our tribalism
behind, and work hand in hand to build up God’s kingdom of peace.

Because, here’s what I know siblings in Christ...The rest of this year won’t be easy.

It’s going to take a certain spiritual boldness to do what God requires of us. In order to do
justice and love mercy, we’re going to have to not only speak the truth in love, but also refuse to
see our neighbors as “less-than.”

We cannot fall into the trap of dehumanizing our opponents. Resist the temptation to
create enemies out of conversation partners.

We might be called to accept the things we cannot change. But we may just as well be
called to change the things we cannot accept—things we know to be morally reprehensible—
systems and structures, powers and principalities that only serve the status quo and ignore the
“least of these.”

Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.



Rescue us from these chaotic times? No, it’s for this specific moment that we’ve been
called to minister. Save us from these politically toxic days? No, it’s for this hour that we’ve
been called to reflect God’s love.

The beauty of John’s gospel is that it assures us that we can rise to the occasion and meet
the massive challenges of our day. That prophetic boldness—that larger-than-life confidence we
see in Jesus are gifts given to us as Christ’s hands and feet.

The power and might of our Creator-God isn’t fossilized in the pages of Scripture. It’s
what props up our peacemaking and reconciling efforts today.

Make no mistake: We are equipped for the task ahead—even if that path leads through
the darkest valley. I know this because God sends the right people at the right time.

And we are here now—in this place—empowered for just such a time as this.

‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.

Search your heart, my friends. Consider what matters most to the God of grace.

You were made in the image of God. Never doubt your power. Don’t doubt your power
to be the change agents this world needs.

It is for this reason that we have come to this hour.

Thanks be to God.

Amen.



