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INTRODUCTION 
 
I heard a comedian one time talking about scuba diving and what he learned  
     He said his first lesson was one about sharks.  When you are underwater 
     swimming along minding your own business … you don’t hear that music  

(Hugh to play on piano) to let you know a shark is approaching 
 
Pay attention to the music in the movie, it lets you know what is coming 
     That is pretty much true in all movies and TV shows.  The music builds 
     It builds up like the sound of a roller coaster getting closer to the top 
 (Mason to play - click, click, click)  Then off you go! 
 
You get a sense something is up as Mark’s gospel account of Jesus’ life 
     takes us to Jerusalem, to Jesus’ destiny.  You can hear it coming.    
     The violins do their thing – they stir and swarm, strain and sing  
 
We’ve seen (and heard) that several times already – at Jesus’ baptism  
     and his transfiguration when we heard the voice of God from heaven 
     telling us that Jesus is the beloved, listen to him.  We’ve caught glimpses 
 as Jesus healed people and cast out demons, who cried out saying 
 they know who he is … only to be silenced by him  
 
This Sunday is the story of another one of those moments when the music builds 
     The heading in the pew bibles says this is “Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem” 
     It certainly starts that way with all the careful planning Mark makes sure to mention 
 He includes lots of details about the donkey that Jesus is to ride.  Anticipation.  

I can hear the strings stir, the drums rumble, the crowd noise pick up 
 
Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it,  
and he sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road,  
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.  
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
    Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
  Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 



A LOOK AROUND 
 
The parade probably started loud and got louder and louder, enough to cause a ruckus 
     Then just as you expect the crescendo, like ‘Adagio for Strings” … 
     Mark ends the story of that quote, unquote triumphal entry like this … 
 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple, and when he  
had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out  
to Bethany with the twelve. 

 
This ending … Sure doesn’t seem very dramatic, very triumphant 
     It just seems to fizzle out.  It’s like the music builds up to … blah 
      He went to the temple and looked around? 
      He looked around.  That’s it.  Then he returns to Bethany 
 
Matthew has the parade of Palm Sunday end up with Jesus’ cleansing the temple 
     Luke has the parade on the hillside coming down toward the city gates 
     where Jesus stops and weeps over the city, then he cleanses the temple 
 Both of those versions of the story work well with the musical score 
 You can hear the drama build, you can feel the tension.   
 
But Mark?  Jesus has this so-called triumphant entry.  Palms waving 
     People shouting “Hosanna (which means save us) 
     Then he goes to the temple … and he looks around, then leaves 
 The cleansing of the temple will wait until the next day 
  
Is this imagery of Jesus looking around as benign, even underwhelming, 
     as the picture I found and just had to share might suggest? 
 Show image of Jesus with a cell phone 
 
As you can tell, I am fascinated by how understated this all is 
     Two things I’ve been wrestling with have helped me appreciate Mark’s version 
     The first a question, a question for then but even more so for here and now 
 The second an answer as to why this parade just seems to fizzle out 
 
First the question.  Mark tells us Jesus went to the temple and looked around 
     That sure sounds a whole lot like what we say when we are shopping 
     The salesperson (if they have any) asks, “may I help you? 
 and we say we are just looking.   
 
Is that what Jesus was doing … just looking? 
     Or was we looking for something in particular?  On the lookout for what? 
     That got me to thinking about Jesus just looking around today 
 What would he be looking for?  What would he think of what he sees?  
 
 Show Image of Gladys Kravitz 



LOOKING FOR ANYTHING IN PARTICULAR? 
 
Before you answer that question, a word of caution  
      Some of you may remember the woman on the screen 
      The character’s name was Gladys Kravits.  She was the nosey neighbor 
 (and I mean nosey) always looking out for what her neighbors were up to 
 something fishy, from the TV show “Bewitched” that aired in the late sixties 
 
When you consider what Jesus might be looking around to see these days 
     Please don’t be all Gladys Kravitz like … eager to see something amiss 
     with the neighbors (those across the street and across the globe) 
 I don’t think Jesus looking around is much like Gladys’ looking around 
 
Don’t you think the mirror is a better place to start looking? 
     Better than the window, better than the web? 
     Perhaps it is best for us to put a finer point on the question 
 With Jesus looking around here, how about we begin with what he sees 
 being done by the church, by us, what he sees being done in his name? 
 
You know those good salespeople know how to respond to us 
     when we say we are ‘just looking.’  What do they say? 
     “Are you looking to anything in particular?’ 
 
What, in particular, do you think Jesus might be looking for in (and out) of us?  
     This passage might be giving us some hints.  A commentary on the website 
     “Working Preacher” I think helps answer that question about what Jesus  

might be looking for.  The author suggests Jesus is sending a message 
to the powers that be, to Rome, with this Palm Sunday parade 

  It is a longer quote than I usually share, but worth it I think 
  

The so-called triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, as many commentaries 
and authors already espouse, is not triumphant at all. Among many other 
reasons, the procession is not fully triumphant because it lacks the finale of a 
royal, imperial, and even messianic procession during the time of Jesus. The 
procession should have ended with a grand ritual/sacrifice, expulsion of former 
vestiges of power, and/or even a banquet celebration. None of them happened. 

Dong Hyeon Jeong of Garrett Evangelical Seminary in Evanston, Illinois  
     suggests that is because Jesus is mimicking those kinds of processions 
     He is talking back to Rome in whatever way he can.  Jeong continues … 

 
Revolutionary and subversive acts do not have to be grandiose or immediately 
altering. They can be small, seen but immediately unseen, loud and expected  
but bewilderingly unconventional. In that way, the powers that be cannot control, 
stop, or even anticipate the next revolutionary act. 



SUMMARY 
 
The so-called triumphant procession of Jesus is intentionally incomplete and 
unconventional because the oppressed fight back in ways that are unexpected. 
They do so because it is a survival strategy that protects the oppressed from the 
backlash of the oppressors. In other words, Mark 11:1–11 is depicting to us the 
revolutionary side of Jesus and his disciples who performed their unconventional 
jab against the empire. This is their act of solidarity with the oppressed. 
 

And I love how he ends his commentary with a challenge to the preacher … 

So for the upcoming Palm Sunday, please try this revolutionary act. Disrupt the 
indifference, distract the oppressive. Perhaps someone out there is waiting for 
your invitation. Perhaps someone in your church is waiting for the church to 
become a source of positive change in the world. 

I’m enough of a student of history, particularly the struggle for basic human rights, 
      to notice how much of the work of bending the moral arc of the universe 
      toward justice is done by ordinary people doing relatively small things 
 people praying and protesting, people stepping up and stepping out 
 people fighting for their beliefs not by fighting … but by making sacrifices 
 
I see Jesus in their efforts.  I look around and see Jesus showing the Rome 
    of yesteryear and the Romes of today a revolution that doesn’t need 
    pomp and circumstance, parades and pageantry, powerbrokers and pundits 
 to build up the kingdom of God by following the Prince of Peace 

to do justice, love mercy or walk humbly with God 
 
I see Jesus is the work of ordinary people, in and through the church 
     outside the church, even despite the church (especially when we act like bullies 
     and act like building up the kingdom of God means making ourselves emperor – 

it does not!).  I see Jesus at work in people doing what he did …  
healing and helping, inviting and including, serving and sacrificing 

   
Show image of Jesus on the cross 

  
Look around.  Do you see God at work?  I sure do 
    And not just in the parade.  I see it in where the parade leads 
    To the Jesus of Matthew turning over tables 
 To the Jesus of Luke weeping over the beloved city 
  
And to the Jesus of Mark just looking around …  
     making people think, “What is looking for?   
     What’s he up to anyway?” 
 
He is on the loose you know! 


