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SERMON: “TALKING TO OUR TEARS” 
TEXT:    NEW TESTAMENT  1 CORINTHIANS 15:19-26 

  NEW TESTAMENT  JOHN 20:1-18 
 
April 20, 2025                                                                                     Dr. Dave Kivett 
Easter Sunday 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
We have lots of teachers in this church.  I imagine this has happened to you, 
     especially those who teach younger children – that surprised look you get 
     when one of your students sees you out and about, maybe at the store or the park 
 They look at you with that puzzled look wondering why you aren’t at school 
 That is where teachers can be found … at school 
 
What about Jesus?  Where might we expect to find him?  At church? 
     This Easter Sunday, this day of resurrection when we celebrate the fact, 
     the astonishing truth that the tomb that held him is empty (He’s not there), 
 I thought we might take a look at where we look for Jesus 
 and where he might be found 
 
The first place we often look is to look back, to a memory, to Jesus in the past tense 
     We remember the man he was, the stories he told, the good things he did 
     Life changing good things for so many people (healing the sick, loving the unlovable)  
 Don’t you think that is what Mary was thinking when she went to the tomb? 
 She was remembering him, grieving him, wanting to make more memories 
      
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb expecting a corpse. 
     Her initial reaction to the empty tomb was that someone had stolen Jesus’ body. 
     She ran back to tell the others the news and said, “They have taken the Lord  

out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”  
 
Then after two of the disciples race to the tomb to see for themselves, 
      Mary finds herself back at the empty tomb probably not knowing what to think. 
      That is when the risen Christ, whom Mary, in her grief, believes to be the gardener,  

speaks to her and asks what seems an obvious question,  
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 

 
Who are we looking for when we look for Jesus, when we look back in time for Jesus 
     One rather popular answer is that we’re looking for this guy 
 
 Show image – Sallman, Head of Christ 
      
This is the portrait of Jesus done by Warner Sallman, a commercial artist, in 1940 
     It was published in Catholic and Protestant devotionals and distributed widely 
     You’ve probably seen it.  You can see it here today.  We have one in the library  
 Anything jump out at you in seeing this? 
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FRAMES WON’T FIT 
 
I don’t mean to be snarky, but Jesus here looks a lot like George Kittle, the former 
Hawkeye tight end catching passes from the former Cyclone for the 49ers in the NFL 
     This version of Jesus looks more like he was born in Bettendorf than in Bethlehem 
 This version of Jesus fits a bit too easily into our worldview, into our nostalgia 
 But is the gospel about nostalgia?  No!  Did Jesus preach nostalgia?  No! 
 
Do we keep Jesus in a nice frame, hold on to him as nice memory, past tense? 
     As you can tell by my question, I am afraid we do?  We try to. 
     I’m so very thankful that Jesus does not fit neatly into our frames or boxes 
 Jesus is not one to be domesticated even if it is with a glow or halo 
 Where is Jesus to be found?  Outside the tomb … On the loose 
      
Another place we traditionally think we might find Jesus is here. This is considered  
     the holiest of holy places in Christianity, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
  
 Show image – Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
 
This is the shrine built over the spot where the empty tomb was believed to be 
     Millions of pilgrims go here every year.  I’ve been twice.  It is a holy place indeed. 
     It can be both quiet and noisy.  You notice how ornate it is?  It is fancy, 
 built and decorated to inspire a sense of awe and reverence      
 
Again, it is a place for us to go and remember, remember the story, remember Jesus 
     remember and celebrate his resurrection.  The tomb was and is still empty 
     We’ve simply decorated the supposed spot so as to help us remember  
 And remember we should ... But shouldn’t we do more than remember? 
 
Shouldn’t we also recognize that Jesus is not here either 
     He doesn’t fit in a frame.  He doesn’t fit in a shrine.  He doesn’t stay put in the past. 
 
One of the things I love about the gospel story is that Jesus doesn’t greet Mary 
     or anyone else, inside the tomb.  He does so outside the tomb 
     He talks to her, to her tears, as she mourns.  He asks why she is crying. 
 Then when she recognizes him, he doesn’t try to explain what happened 
 He talks about what happens next … forward, not backward 
 
Might that give us a clue as to where we might find Jesus? 
     Not inside a frame or a shrine.  Not in a tomb.  Outside 
     Not backwards.  Not past tense.  Forward.  Present and future. 
 
There is another site in Jerusalem where many believe the empty tomb 
    may have been located.  It is called the Garden Tomb.  It is a location outside  
    the Old City that a good many argue is a more likely spot, arguing that the Romans 
 liked to highlight their power in high traffic areas, like the road into town 
 This is a picture of the tomb there 
 
  Show image – The Garden Tomb 
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SUMMARY 
 
I’ve been here twice as well.  I like this location. 
     It is not really a shrine.  It is not bejeweled or ornate.  It is a tomb,  
     an empty tomb, surrounded by gardens.  That simplicity works for me. 
 And the bars across the tomb, what do you make of that? 
 I rather like how them being there asks that question … why the bars? 
 
Are the bars there to represent how the religious authorities and the Romans 
     sought to imprison and entomb Jesus, to keep him in? 
     Or are they there to keep tourists at arm’s length, to keep people 
 from taking selfies in the empty tomb? 
 
The good news of Easter is that Jesus is not imprisoned or entombed 
    He is not really enshrined either.  He is off the chain.  He is on the loose. 
 
Oh, one more picture.  This one I took at that Garden Tomb. 
    It is on the wall outside the bars by the door leading out of the tomb 
    and into the garden, into all the world, into all of heaven and earth 
 What is says is what the angel says in Luke’s gospel … 
 
 Show image – Sign, “He is not here.  He is risen” 
   
Jesus rose again from the dead.  He died and lives again. 
     He has defeated death.  He did that for us … so we might live  
     in this world and in the next as an Easter people … free 
 free from the religious authorities who want us all to fit in their frames 
 free from the Roman empires of our day who love to flex their muscles  
 
Where is Jesus, the risen Christ, victorious over death? 
     Not just in the past.  Not just in a church or a shrine 
  
Don’t you think Jesus, given his great love for us,  
     if he is in any of the pictures I have shown you, 
     he is in the one on the bulletin cover … 
 Risen from the grave and talking to us, talking to our tears? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 


